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them, and, if possible, to solve them. Many of the old landmarks 
have been removed, but the land remains, every inch of it. It may 
have to be redistributed ; but its redistribution will only make it a 
more real possession, by giving us order for confusion. Reconstruc- 
tion cannot destroy the history; it can only make it more lucid and 
helpful. 

Criticism is only a means, to be everywhere — at least in biblical 
scholarship — subordinated to a moral and religious end. Its aim is 
constructive; the need for it is imperative; the result of it is to make 
many a rough place plain, and to remove many a stumbling block 
from the path of honest doubt. But the criticism which will do that for 
us must be a sane criticism, which knows its own limitations, which 
will not mistake caprice for logic, or substitute theory for fact. It will 
recognize that behind the history and the literature with which it is its 
province to deal, are the throbbings of a life which it cannot explain, 
but must accept; and that the criticism which would truly interpret 
the literature must be possessed of the same spirit as that which inspired 
it. Our search for truth is sustained by Christ's promise of the Spirit 
who leads into all the truth. 



Peter's Confession at Caesarea Philippi. 

In an article in the May number of the Expositor Professor A. E. 
Garvie, D.D., considers "The Companionship of the Twelve." The 
significance of the confession of Jesus' Messiahship which Peter made 
just before the transfiguration was, he says, of the utmost importance 
to Jesus for two reasons. Therein a beginning was made of the Chris- 
tian community, the people of the Messiah, who would bear witness to, 
and do work for, him in the world. As the first members of the Chris- 
tian church in virtue of their confession as the result of their disciple- 
ship, Peter and those for whom he spoke are described as the rock on 
which the church would be built. No privilege peculiar to Peter, or 
transmissible by him alone, was by these words conferred. There was 
simply indicated the function of the disciples as apostles after the 
resurrection, when by their testimony and influence the congregation 
of believers with them in the Christ was firmly established and widely 
extended. The confidence of Jesus in the constancy and sincerity of 
the faith of the disciples is most strikingly shown in this prophecy of 
a community, that no power even from the Unseen could dissolve, 
neither his own death nor the deaths of these disciples. Another rea- 
son for Jesus' satisfaction in this confession was, that he could now lay 
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aside his reserve, not only as regards his Messiahship, but also as 
regards the sacrifice to which he knew himself called. The faith of 
the disciples, which had been so far assured, was at once put to a 
severe test. By his words and works hitherto Jesus knew that he had 
tried their faith, that they might have found "occasion of stumbling,"' 
as John the Baptist had found ; but now he was about to make a much 
severer demand on their fidelity. For while a Messiah who went about 
doing good and preaching the Gospel to the poor was not altogether 
incredible, a Messiah who chose to die strained faith to breaking point. 
He had allowed them to discover his Messiahship without explicit 
declarations, but to secure their acceptance of his ideal of a Savior 
through self-sacrifice, frequent and urgent persuasion was necessary. 



The Appreciation of Christ. 

In a little volume entitled Our Lord and Master, by Rev. Jesse 
Bowman Young, D.D., of Cincinnati, O. (Eaton & Mains, New York - r 
pp. 99) we have an exquisite appreciation of the character, glory, and 
meaning of Christ. In Him we find one who is fairer than the chil- 
dren of men and altogether lovely ; one who, born in obscurity, reared 
in toil and poverty, and executed as a criminal early in his thirties, is 
today the moral master of the modern world, dominating our civiliza- 
tion, deciding ethical standards, exerting even in pagan lands a vivi- 
fying and transforming influence upon human character, standing at 
the head of a great army enlisted for the conquest of the globe in his 
name, and everywhere renewing by his word and example the higher 
life of mankind. Who in all the ages is worthy to take place by his 
side? The sinlessness of his life gives him absolute uniqueness, while 
the virtues and graces which he embodied make him a pattern for the 
race. Some of his qualities — humility, meekness, forgiving love, com- 
passion for the outcast and the lost — were hardly known until he 
revealed them by his example ; and they were never known at all in. 
union with courage, heroic fortitude, commanding leadership, world- 
wide enterprise, and supreme wisdom, such as He manifested. His 
perfect life contains in it all possible human perfections blended and 
correlated, the courage of the soldier, the fortitude of the martyr, the 
dignity of the commander, the simplicity of the child, the tenderness 
of womanhood, the majesty of the king. In his thirty years of obscur- 
ity and labor at Nazareth, and in the three years of his public ministry, 
Jesus illustrated all the virtues that can adorn human character, in 
their fulness and fruition. 



